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Reflected glory
In the grounds around their historic, moated house, Lynda and  

Charles Tucker have created a romantic garden that combines formal  
and informal planting with a practical approach
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norfolk garden

The 16th-century Hindringham  
Hall, reflected in the mirror-calm  

surface of its medieval moat. The early 
morning sun helps draw attention to the 

romantic planting around the West Lawn.

In brief
Name Hindringham Hall.

What Private garden with a balance  
of formal and informal areas  

and 12th-century water features.
Where Norfolk.
Size Four acres.

Climate Situated four miles from the north 
Norfolk coast the garden is frost free, and 
has several microclimates, depending on 
whether the area is sheltered or exposed, 

including hot, dry and boggy.
Soil Alkaline with a pH of 7.5.

Hardiness rating USDA 8.
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   orfolk has more than its fair share of 

quintessentially English manor houses, 

hidden away down remote country lanes, 

untouched by the passing of time. Sixteenth 

century Hindringham Hall is one of  

these, forming a mellow backdrop to the 

romantic garden created over 22 years by 

Lynda and Charles Tucker. The garden is 

defined by a 12th-century moat, which 

encircles the house as if still protecting its 

inhabitants from intruders. Beyond the 

moat lie the walled Vegetable Garden, 

Stream and Bog Garden, and Charles is 

overseeing the restoration of the newly 

rediscovered and rare medieval fishponds. 

Water is the focus of this garden, giving it a 

timeless atmosphere – and a few challenges.

N

Turn the page to read our interview with Lynda

“The difference between  
a good garden and a bad  

one is two weeks”

Clockwise from top left 

A glorious Rosa ‘Albertine’ and wisteria (which have 
been underplanted with Clematis ‘Rouge Cardinal’ for 
colour later in the season) frame one of the house’s 
original leaded windows.

In the Formal Garden pink Rosa ‘Roseraie de l’Hay’ 
stands out among the strap-like leaves of agapanthus.

A pair of Haddonstone urns, spotted at the Chelsea 
Flower Show, frame the entrance to the Formal 
Garden’s West Lawn. 

The wooden pergola runs alongside the Formal 
Garden, where a carpet of Geranium psilostemon 
echoes the colour of Lychnis coronaria in the border.
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What attracted you to this garden?

It was the water and the silence. We’d been 

living four miles away, then the traffic 

suddenly got too much. I’d always wanted  

a garden with water, and Hindringham is  

at the bottom of a river valley, hidden away 

and completely peaceful.

Did you have a plan when you started, and 

how did the garden evolve?

There wasn’t a plan. I brought lots of plants 

with me so I looked at the spaces and decided 

where they would work best. The Walled 

Garden had been grassed over and I started  

by converting it back to vegetables. It was 

south-facing so we added a Herb Parterre. 

Some areas were decided for me – the damp 

areas were perfect for a bog area and Stream 

Garden and the Daffodil Walk had a few bulbs 

– though we’ve now planted 38 varieties.

What is your approach to gardening?

I love contrasts, though it’s important to have 

a balance between the formal and informal. 

The area around the house has lawns and 

herbaceous borders, while other areas, such  

as the Copse and the Wild Garden, feel as if 

you’re walking along a country lane. Garden 

rooms are a lovely idea, but sometimes  

they’re too far away from the house. A garden 

has to be something you fall into rather than 

have to make a special trip to get there. 

What about maintenance?

I do it methodically. Each weekend I  

make a list of the next week’s tasks, which  

I discuss with my gardener David on 

Monday morning. The difference between  

a good garden and a bad one is two weeks – 

if you do the right job at the right time it’s 

fine, but if you wait too long then plants get 

leggy or flop. I have a five-year diary so I can 

remind myself when to do particular tasks. 

What are the key plants – and which are 

your favourites?

The daffodils are first, then fritillarias, and 

hellebores. In the summer, eringiums are 

stunning, growing on walls near the stream. 

We have nine different irises, a magnificent 

Magnolia grandiflora against the house – 

Right Lynda and Charles added this Herb Parterre to 
the walled  Vegetable Garden. Here, gravelled paths 
and clipped box hedges provide formality, while bay 
trees, artichokes, fennel, and standard gooseberries 
‘Hinnomaki Red’ and ‘Invicta’ lend height.

“A garden has to be something you  
fall into rather than have to make  

a special trip to get there”
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and the roses and clematis are glorious. 

Then in high summer Romneya is my 

favourite, though it’s very difficult to grow. 

Deadhead it regularly, and never plant it 

against a brick wall or the roots will destroy it.

How do you keep the garden irrigated?

We take water out of the moat for the  

Vegetable Garden, but on the whole we don’t 

water – it’s a huge area and we haven’t the 

time. You don’t need to water if you have the 

right plants and mulch well. We make 

masses of compost – for the best results, 

keep turning it over – I make sure the 

structure of the soil is right and mulch well, 

then the plants are on their own after that.

Is it difficult to garden sympathetically  

with a historic property? 

I’m planning a pergola, which will be in old 

brick to complement the house – the secret 

is to make it to look as if it’s been there for a 

long time. We restored some period features, 

such as the Victorian Nut Walk and the 

walled garden, but often with an old garden 

there are lots of little modern details that  

you won’t notice because they fit into their 

GARDEN PLAN
 1 Medieval fishponds
 2 Copse
 3 Daffodil Walk
 4 Delphinium Walk
 5  Moat
 6 Bog Garden 
 7 Stream Garden
 8 Wild Garden

 9 Victorian Nut Walk
 10 Formal Garden
 11  Pergola
 12 Moat House
 13 Suspension bridge
 14  Main house
 15 Herb Parterre
 16  Vegetable Garden

Clockwise from top left 

An elegant Victorian brick apple store overlooks 
the walled Vegetable Garden. Here Lynda allows 
leeks to go to seed so they produce some much-
admired giant ‘allium’ heads.

In the Stream Garden, a gravel path snakes 
through lush plantings of Zantedeschia aethiopica 
and colourful Primula florindae towards a garden 
seat wrapped within a topiarised Lonicera nitida. 

A wooden suspension bridge, which dates from the 
1920s, leads to the romantic Moat House, one of 
three self-catering holiday cottages in the grounds.
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surroundings – for example the concrete 

edging round the lawn is very discreet. 

How has opening the garden to the public 

influenced the way you garden?

We open twice a week in the summer and 

the garden completely takes over our lives. 

When people are paying to come it must 

always look its best from spring to autumn, 

which takes a lot of planning. But gardeners 

are wonderful people and give lovely 

feedback, which makes it all worthwhile.

What lessons have you learned that you’d 

like to pass on to other gardeners?

There’s no need to spend a lot of money on 

a garden. Take cuttings, divide plants, buy 

RHS seeds, go to plant sales – and swap with 

friends. When you buy a plant you can often 

divide it into two or three. We’ve created a 

new bank near the coffee shop, which I’ve 

covered with laurels and shrubs from a 

garden centre’s two-for-one offer. Most 

importantly, if you’ve got a new garden, 

don’t be impatient. The first year, read the 

books and see what’s coming up. 

What planting advice would you give?

Cut down labour by using ground cover, 

such as cranesbill geraniums or ajuga, which 

grow quickly, keeping the ground moist and 

the weeds at bay. Always double plant, think 

about what will come afterwards so you get 

months of pleasure instead of a quick burst 

of colour. For example if you plant a rose, 

add a clematis to take over. 

What do you love best about the garden?

It’s a place of peace and beauty – which 

others can enjoy too. 

USEFUL INFORMATION

Address Hindringham Hall, Blacksmiths 

Lane, Hindringham, Norfolk NR21 0QA.

Tel 01328 878226. 

Web hindringhamhall.org

Open Sundays (2-5pm) and Wednesdays 

(10am-1pm), 29 March – 1 October 2017, 

including one Sunday for NGS, see website 

for details. Admission £7.
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How to manage water features
Solid support

Hindringham Hall’s 12th-century moat 

creates a natural flow, leading  

visitors round the main features of 

the garden. However, the banks suffer 

from erosion, which is stabilised with 

large dramatic swathes of Senecio 

and Buddleia, all raised from cuttings. 

Focus on the positives 

When the Tuckers bought an adjoining 

field three years ago, it was planted 

with trees and was very wet. “We knew 

there were Medieval fishponds there,” 

says Charles. “So we felled the trees, 

revealed and dammed the fishponds, 

sowed grass and introduced sheep as 

living lawnmowers.” Eventually, they 

will install sluice gates, but in the 

meantime the couple have solved  

a problem while also saving  part of 

Hindringham’s history.   

Adaptable planting 

Although Lynda has planted a giant 

Gunnera manicata in the Bog Garden, 

her advice on planting up a bog is to  

“keep it simple with yellow iris, reeds 

and water lilies in case you lose plants 

with the changing levels of water”.

Go with the flow 

In the Stream Garden, Lynda has 

planted hostas along one bank of the 

Stiffkey Stream with day lilies on  

the other to create an eye-catching 

impression of three streams. Shade- 

and damp-loving primulas and 

hellebores provide splashes of colour.  

Natural defences  

Lynda and Charles employ some 

natural help to keep blanket weed and 

elodea under control. “Grass carp 

enjoy the weed,” says Lynda, “while the 

heron enjoys the carp, so it’s a race!”  

“I love contrasts, though it’s  
important to have a balance between  

the formal and informal”

Right The Bog Garden was formed naturally where 
the moat overflowed. The Tuckers have turned it into a 
feature of the garden adding a wooden pontoon that 
leads past plantings of Iris pseudacorus ‘Variegata’ to 
a lovers’ seat offering views of both house and garden.


